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MAKING THE TOWN
CENTRE A GOOD
PLACE TO WALK

PROPOSITION

The accessibility of the town centre to traffic
and to public transport is excellent. But in a lot
of places this level of accessibility has been
won at the cost of a poor quality walking
environment, both within and on the approaches
to the town centre. Given that all the life of a
town centre revolves around pedestrian activity,
irrespective of the travel mode by which people
arrive there, this balance is wrong and needs
to be adjusted.




In Corn Market and Southgate, the town
has established a quality benchmark for
pedestrian spaces in the town centre; but
this is limited in extent. Outside of the
pedestrian-only areas of Corn
Market/Southgate and Woolshops the
perception is that there is traffic everywhere
and pedestrians are subservient to its
needs, despite the recent i

There is substantial potential to change this
balance, but some of the solutions may be
radical - relocating the bus station and
diverting bus routes for example. The issue
needs a concerted study in its own right,
but the outcome must be the establishment
of much greater pedestrian priority in such
streets as:

of the street network to discourage through
movements. Even in traffic restricted
streets such as Market Street and
Commercial Street, the environment is
dominated by buses that use these routes
1o pass through the heart of the town, in
large numbers and on very frequent
schedules.

This balance needs to be changed so that

the walking environment is given
precedence and the needs of
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are paramount. This will have knock-on
effects on the perception of accessibility
but these can be overcome.
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